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spray, their buttocks and thighs blue with the patine of tattooing
which reached from waist to knee, ^,
It was soon after leaving our first night's bivouac that turning
a sharp corner of the river the boatmen ceased rowing and sig-
nalled silence. About forty yards away on the edge of a thick
grove of bamboos an elephant was feeding. From the crackling
of the canes it was evident that others were near, hidden by the
dense vegetation. Then the boatmen raised a shout. The
elephant turned quickly toward us and after just a moment's
hesitation stampeded into the jungle. The others joined in the
flight and though nothing was visible of them, we could hear the
rending of the undergrowth as the herd forged its way up the
steep hill. Nor did they seem to cease their mad career until
the summit3 far above, was reached.
The second night was spent at Yenan where the desecrating
hand of man had felled the trees and raised a strange medley of
iron towers and engine sheds, of bungalows and " coolie lines,"
in search of oil. The Test Well was already over 950 feet deep
but numerous faults in the sub-soil, and the presence of hot
springs and subterranean waterways, had rendered the boring
very difficult and only a few weeks later I was told that the works
had been abandoned after a great expenditure of money and very
arduous labour; but the search for oil is a great adventure. So
once more the jungle of Yenan will reclaim its own and all that
cannot be transported will be lost to sight in the dense growth that
so quickly covers and destroys the handiwork of man. Little by
little the climbing plants will embrace the deserted structures
and throttle and strangle all that comes in their way and wreathe
and wreck the framework of the buildings until the whole is
buried under the dank vegetation. Man and his labour will be
forgotten.
To Mohammed's immense satisfaction we spent the night in a
" gentleman's bungalow " where a hospitable American engineer
gave us shelter and food. One or two others—pioneers of the
outlying regions of the earth—joined us for there were four of
them, men who had sought for and dug and found oil in other
lands.
I started early the next day and reached Yu Wa by noon. It is
there that the river flows into the wide channel of the Chindwin,
the great tributary of the Irrawaddy.

